CHAPTER  IV

JOHN  DAY

JOHN DAY, one of the best and most enterprising of
English printers, was born in the year 1522 at Dun-
wich, in Suffolk, a once flourishing town, now buried
beneath the sea.

From certain entries in the archives of the city ol
London, it appears that before 1540 he was in the
service of a printer named Thomas Raynald or
Reynold, who was then living in Finsbury.

In John Day's first books there was no sign of the
skill he afterwards manifested. These were pub-
lished in conjunction with William Seres, of whom
nothing else is known. The partners began work in
the year 1546 at the sign of the * Resurrection' on
Snow Hill, a little above Holborn Conduit; that is,
somewhere in th6 neighbourhood of the present via-
duct. They had also another shop in Cheapside.
Their first book, so far as we know, was Sir David
Lindsay's poem, c The Tragical death of David
Beaton, Bishop of St. Andrews in Scotland; Wher-
unto is joyned the martyrdom of maister G, Wyseharte
. . , for whose sake the aforesayd bishoppe was not
long after slayne' (1546. 8vo).

In  the  following year  (1547)  Day and  Seres
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